
Nursery Spring 2: I wonder what happens in the great outdoors 

 WEEK 7 WEEK 8 WEEK 9 WEEK 10 WEEK 11 

 The seed (Eric Carle) The growing story The Odd Egg Hungry Caterpillar Errols’ Garden 

FOCUS BOOK Jasper’s Beanstalk 

LITERACY 

Writing Skills 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

 

Taking part in a range of rhyming activities. 

Looking at books independently, holding them correctly and turning the pages one at a time. 

Know that an author writes a book and illustrator draws the pictures.  

Retells stories using the pictures. 

Ascribing meaning to the marks that we see in different places. 

Creating class story maps 

Give meaning to the marks they make. 

Learning about different forms of writing through adults modelling: lists, instructions and labels. 

VOCABULARY: dig/dug, rake, hoe, plant, spray, mow, first, then, next, last 

Look at front cover- what do 

they think it is about? 

Retell story using actions 

and some exact phrases 

What do we need to plant 

a seed? 

Sequence pictures to retell 

story use actions/phrases 

Instructions to plant a seed 

draw pics adult scribes 

(first, then, next, last) 

Make story maps 

Writing labels- plants 

Retell the story using the 

story map 

 

Draw a picture to show 

what happens in the story. 

Record children retelling 

the story for Tapestry 

PHONICS  

     

COMMUNICATION 

AND LANGUAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary: 

 

 

Go rounds: 

Sequences stories/ events (not always in order)  

Identifies character / setting/ events in stories. 

Knows that print carries meaning and is read, in English, from left to right  

Hears and uses new vocabulary from stories, rhymes, poems and nonfiction books.  

Joins in with familiar rhymes and stories. 

Building on vocabulary linked to our topic and use this in context. 

Retelling past events and experiences in the correct order  

listen more attentively in larger group sessions and respond appropriately to what others say. 

stem, leaf, roots, soil, mud, 

dig, spade, plant, bush, 

flower 

baby, toddler, teenager, 

adult, grandparent, life 

cycle 

egg, chick, bird, life cycle caterpillar, butterfly, cycle,  

cocoon, spun, swiss cheese 

salami, watermelon etc 

caterpillar, butterfly, cycle, 

cocoon, 

Linked to exercise and 

activities 

Linked to plants and 

growing. 

Favourite food Linked to going to bed, 

favourite toys 

Linked to animals 

PSED Having a conversation with our friends and other adults at Nursery. 

Talking about our feelings and gaining an understanding of how our words and actions can affect others. 

Share and take turns with other children without adult prompting. 



VOCAB: share, take turns, ‘stop I don’t like that’, could I play with 

Adults modelling and supporting the children with their conversations with their peers in Learn and Explore, adults instigating ring games and 

collaborative activities and supporting the children in their interactions with the other children, sharing and turn taking. 

EVERYBODY’S BODY 

Naming body parts, keeping 

our bodies safe. 

WE LIKE TO MOVE IT, 

Importance of exercise to 

staying healthy. How does 

our body feel when we 

exercise? 

FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD: 

The importance of eating 

well. What food should we 

be eating? 

A GOOD NIGHTS SLEEP 

The importance of making 

sure we have enough 

sleep. What can we do 

before we go to sleep? 

KEEPING CLEAN 

The importance of washing 

our hands 

MATHS Numbers to 5. 

• Know the last number reached when counting a set of objects tells you how many there are (‘cardinal principle’)  
Shape and Space  

• Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes, using informal and mathematical language i.e. sides/ corners.  
• Understand and use positional language: though learn and explore activities 

Ten Town 8-10 

Number 8 

10 terrible dinosaurs 

Counting out 8 items from a 

larger group, count to 8, 

counting 8 objects. 8 not 8. 

Number 9 

10 little Pirates 

Counting out 9 items from 

a larger group, count to 9, 

counting 9 objects. 9 not 9. 

Number 10 

1-10 and back again 

Count 10 items from larger 

group, count to 10, count 

10 objects. 10 not 10. 

Shape and Space 

Walter’s wonderful web 

Building with shapes, 

sorting shapes, describing 

shapes. Positional vocab. 

Shape and Space 

Mouse shapes 

Building with shapes, 

sorting shapes, describing 

shapes. Positional vocab. 

PENCIL CONTROL Using mark makers with developing tripod grip and dominant hand to follow large pattern outlines such as wavy lines or straight lines. 

Copies adult when making marks such as diagonal lines. 

Imitates shapes that involve multiple movements e.g x and L. 

Recap ALL MOVES LEARNT Recap ALL MOVES LEARNT Introduce L Continue L Continue L 

FINE MOTOR Cuts lines drawn on sugar paper. 

Use tweezers to pick up and move smaller objects i.e. small pompoms and objects  

Thread large and small (more able) beads onto lace. 

Using a variety of tools to manipulate play dough. 

Using glue spreaders. 

Adding details to pictures. 

PenPals: Up and Down PenPals: Wavy lines PenPals: up/down, 

left/right 

PenPals: spirals PenPals: zig-zags 

GROSS MOTOR Moves in a range of ways along obstacle courses. 

Throwing and catching large ball with increased control and accuracy  

Moves in a range of ways changing direction and speed, including galloping, skipping, jumping. 

Able to stand and balance on one foot. 

     



UNDERSTANDING 

WORLD 

Past and Present:- History  

• Life cycles talking about their families and how they have changed since they were a baby 

Culture and Community:- RE and Geography  

• Knows there are special places of worship (Easter)  
• Knows there are differences between what we believe (PSHE)  
• Develop positive attitudes about differences between people (PSHE)  
The Natural World :- Science and Geography  

• Hands on exploration using senses  
• Changing seasons (Spring)  
• Identify suitable clothing for different weather (Spring)  
 • Plant seeds and care for growing plants with support (Spring) 
• Know the life cycle of a butterfly (The Very Hungry Caterpillar) 
• Begins to understand the lifecycle of a bird. 

Plants Seeds 

How plants grow- what 

they need 

Look at how plant has 

changed 

How we have changed 

Look at how plant has 

changed 

Lifecycle of a bird 

Look at how plant has 

changed 

Hungry Caterpillar 

How plant has changed.  

Where our food come 

from 

ART Draws potato people 

Draws simple things from memory 

Adds materials to develop models 

Continue to weave using large objects 

Adds additional texture 

Draw self-portrait for 

individual folder 

Drawing plants and flowers 

from memory from stories 

in Literacy 

Drawing Van Gough style 

sunflowers with pencils, 

pastels and sunflower 

seeds 

Weaving using new crates 

and fences in outside area 

Making models of 

beanstalks using various 

materials – playdough, 

loose parts, junk modelling 

MUSIC Talks about how music makes them feel 

Sings a selection of Nursery Rhymes/songs from memory 

The sun comes out to shine 

– e-i-ad-i-o … 

The rain begins to fall… 

The seed begins to grow… 

The sun comes out to 

shine – e-i-ad-i-o … 

The rain begins to fall… 

The seed begins to grow… 

Dr Knickerbocker Number 

9 (Faster, repetitive song)  

Dr Knickerbocker Number 

9 

Favourite Nursery Rhymes 

and songs – Mary, Mary 

Quite Contrary  

RE Holi 

Easter 

Vaisakhi 

Start of Ramadan 

Ramadan Holi – Spring Festival The Easter Story The Easter Story Vaisakhi  



INDOOR CONTINUOUS PROVISION 

Focus: Choosing and completing activities independently, use it choose it and put it away, adding their names to their work, sharing and taking turns, leading their own 

learning, getting the resources that they need to complete a self-chosen activity 

 

SAND      

WATER 

 

Watering cans and water 

wheels 

Dolls and sponges – 

keeping clean and 

toothbrushes 

Coloured water – potion 

experiments 

 

Capacity equipment  Tea set – different 

materials – stainless steel/ 

plastic – temperature of 

water  

PLAYDOUGH Resources to make plants Different size people 

cutters 

Resources to make birds 

Small plastic eggs 

Resources to make 

butterflies/ caterpillars 

Making vegetables to grow 

in the garden  

WRITING TABLE Paper to draw flowers/ 

colouring 

Large rolls of paper to 

draw round people 

Drawing still life flowers  Paper to draw butterflies Garden gnomes  

ART TABLE Resources to make plants Wavy art from pirate story  Resources to make birds Resources to make 

butterflies/ caterpillars 

Garden gnomes  

CONSTRUCTION Resources to make plants Challenge to build 

something as tall as…. 
Challenge to build nests/ 

trees for birds to go in 

Making caterpillars/ 

butterflies to re-tell story  

Duplo plants  

SMALL WORLD Adding pretend flowers and 

people 

Adding people to small 

world sets 

Adding birds Insect Lore – release 

butterflies  

Farm – growing/ 

harvesting  

OTHER  Tape measure/metre 

sticks 

Dolls, clothes, feeding bits 

added to role play 

 Pictures to order lifecycle 

of butterfly 

 

OUTDOOR CONTINUOUS PROVISION 

Focus: Choosing and completing activities independently, use it choose it and put it away, sharing and taking turns 

SAND 

 

Buckets and spades Vehicles  Wet and dry sand  Kinetic sand – make 

following recipe  

Stones, rocks and pebbles  

SMALL WORLD Farm Houses to make homes 

and people 

Castle – gardens and moat  Dolls house – designing 

garden  

Planting with Miss Modd  

CONSTRUCTION  Crates and tyres  Community playthings 

blocks and wheelbarrows  

Foam bricks and pretend 

cement  

Tuff tray small world bricks  Large scale junk modelling  

OTHER  Chalk to draw around each 

other 

   



Measuring equipment 

PE equipment to see effect 

of exercise on the body 

 

 

 

 


