
 

Nursery Long Term Overview  
                                 
  Love 

We want our children to love coming to school every day and to begin to build 

that love of learning that they can then take on with them through their future 

learning journey.  

We also want to us this time with them to identify what it is they love and are 

passionate about and really build on that as this is what makes them 

wonderfully unique and themselves.  

Learn 
We believe every opportunity is a learning opportunity even if we don’t realise it. 
We want to provide the children with a range of opportunities and experiences 

to learn from. 

We will enable their learning with books, continuous modelling, planned 

activities, WOW moments, visitors as well as observing what area or subject it is 

they enjoy and bringing their learning to them in the moment.  

Grow 
We believe all children have the ability to grow and progress according to their 

own unique ability and interests.  

Alongside developing skills in Art, Maths, Mark making, Music etc we particularly 

want to use the time we share with our children in Nursery to help grow their 

confidence, mindset, social skills. Understanding and acceptance of one another so 

that they leave us believing in themselves and others.  

Area of Learning Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Special events/dates 

in half term 

Harvest Festival Bonfire Night (day project) 

Christmas (2 weeks) 

Diwali (Oct/Nov) (day project) 

 

Chinese New Year 

Shrove Tuesday 

Mother’s Day 

 

Easter  

World book day – 3rd March 

 

 

Earth day 22nd April 

 

Father’s Day 

MAAD week 

 

Last day – Nursery Graduation day  

School Value  
 
 

Friendship 

& 

Love  

Peace Forgiveness Perseverance Thankfulness Trust 

Possible 
Themes/Interests/Lines 

of Enquiry 

I wonder why you love me so much 

(All about me) 6 weeks 

 

 

 

• Settle week (no target 

focus) 

• Settle week (no target 

focus) 

• My body 

• Families 

• Houses and homes  

• Feelings and emotions  

 

 

 

I wonder what is bright, light, shiny 

and colourful? 

2 weeks for Christmas 7 weeks  

 

 

• Autumn 

• Weather 

• Day and Night/Nocturnal 

animals 

• Let’s talk about colour (Elmer) 
• Christmas (winter) 

 

 

I wonder what has CLAWS, SCALES, 

FINS AND WHISKERS 

6 weeks 

 

• Arctic animals (Winter) 

• Pets – Vets 

• Woodland animals  

• Ocean creatures  

• Animals in the jungle  

• Farm animals 

 

I wonder what happens in the great 

outdoors? 6 weeks 

 

 

• Spring - Plants  

• Plants  

• Growing food  

• Minibeasts  

• Birds  

• Easter  

I wonder what I want to be when I 

grow up? 6 weeks  

 

 

• Police 

• Firefighters  

• Doctors, Nurses & Dentist  

• Builders  

• Hairdressers  

• Teachers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wonder what is in a land far away  

7 week  

 

• MAAD week  

• Transport  

• Transport  

• Road safety week 

• Holidays  

• Pirates  

• Dinosaurs  

 

 

 

Books to support topic 
and learning  

• Lulu loves Nursery 

• It’s okay to be different  
• My world your world 

• The feelings book 

• The way I feel 

• We are family 

• Funny bones 

• A place called home  

• Home 

• This is Our House 

• Let’s Build a House  
• Body Parts  

• From head to toe 

• Pumpkin Soup 

• We’re Going On a Leaf Hunt 

• The Very Helpful Hedgehog  

• Autumn 

• Elmers weather  

• Owl babies 

• Handa’s Noisy Night 
• Moon 

• Elmer  

• Whatever Next! 

• Aliens Love Underpants  

• The Gingerbread man (link to 

Christmas food 

• Stickman 

• Polar Bear, Polar Bear What 

do you Hear? 

• Can I be your Dog 

• Dear Zoo 

• May I pet your dog? 

• Vet  

• Theres a rumble in the jungle 

• Rainbow Fish  

• Old McDonald had a Farm 

• What the ladybird Heard  

• Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears 

• The Gruffalo  

• Hungry CaterpillarJack and the 

beanstalk 

• The Tiny seed 

• Oliver’s Vegetables  
• What can I see in Spring 

• Spring 

• The very hungry Caterpillar  

• Superworm 

• Incy Wincy spider 

• The very busy spider 

• The Bad-Tempered ladybird  

• Bird builds a next  

• The Go away bird 

• The story of Easter  

• We’re Going on and Egg Hunt 

• Real superheroes 

• Superheroes like you 

• Clothesline clues to jobs 

people do 

• I can’t call the Elephant in 

an emergency  

• People who help us 

• Whose hat is this 

• People who help us: At 

the hospital 

• The three little pigs 

• People who help us: 

Teachers 

• The Train ride 

• Going on a bear hunt  

• The Naughty Bus 

• Things that go 

• I Can’t Take an Elephant on the Bus 

• The Wheels on the Bus  

• Wheels at work City 

• Wheels and Work Construction 

• Wheels at work Farm 

• Wheels at Work Emergency  

• What the ladybird heard at the 

seaside 

• What the ladybird heard on Holiday 

• Maisy goes on Holiday 

 

WOW 
opportunities/home 

challenges. 

Talk like a pirate day – dress like a 

pirate 

McMillan – invite parents in. 

Recycling – 2 days.  

 

Autumn walk (Forest School) 

Invite someone from the church to 

read the birth of Jesus story 

Christmas nativity/songs/nursery fair.  

Family pancake day 

Vet visitor  

(Possibly farm animals in) 

Make a dragon and parade through 

the school  

Caterpillars  

Invite parents in to plant seeds with 

children (They then take these home)  

 

Firefighters in as visitor 

Doctors/ nurse visit 

Dentist visitor  

MAAD perform to reception  

(try and get a lollipop lady in) 

Parents in to make a moving vehicle  
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Communication and 
Language 

 
(Listening and 

attention, 
understanding and 

speaking) 

Settling in activities, learning to 

make friends.  

Encouraging children to talk 

about experiences that are 

familiar to them.  

Gain confidence to talk about 

myself, my family, and our school. 

Use some new vocabulary in 

context. 

Follow simple instructions linked 

to the daily Nursery Routine 

Listen and respond to simple 

questions asked by adults and 

peers. 

Can start a conversation with an 

adult 

Uses taught vocabulary with 

prompting and support. 

Sequencing stories (not always in 

order). 

Talking about characters in stories. 

Encouraging and modelling the use 

of vocabulary heard in stories. 

Respond to questions and 

instructions directed to them. 

Talk about topics that are important 

to them. 

Listen to our friends in play and on 

the carpet. 

Understand a 2 part instructions. 

Knows some familiar rhymes. 

Can start a conversation with an 

adult or friend. 

Hears and uses new vocabulary 

from stories, rhymes and poems. 

Joins in with familiar rhymes and 

stories. 

Ask questions to find out more and 

to check they understand what has 

been said to them. 

Respond to questions 

appropriately and begin to ask our 

own questions. 

Listen to our friends when playing 

and on the carpet. 

Understand more complex 

instructions. 

Be able to talk about familiar 

books. 

Can start a conversation with an 

adult or friend and continue it for a 

few turns. 

Sequences stories/ events (not 

always in order)  

Identifies character / setting/ events 

in stories. 

Knows that print carries meaning and 

is read, in English, from left to right  

Hears and uses new vocabulary from 

stories, rhymes, poems and 

nonfiction books.  

Joins in with familiar rhymes and 

stories. 

Building on vocabulary linked to our 

topic and use this in context. 

Retelling past events and 

experiences in the correct order  

listen more attentively in larger 

group sessions and respond 

appropriately to what others say. 

 

Sequences stories and events 

Talks about characters/ 

settings/ events in stories.  

Knows that print carries 

meaning and is read, left to 

right.  

Hears and uses new vocabulary  

Hears initial sounds.  

Begins to predict what might 

happen in stories. 

Begin to understand and answer 

‘how’ and why’ questions. 
Begin to use tenses such as 

‘playing’ and ‘played’.  Talk 
about what happened in the 

past such as trips with family 

and events in nursery. 

Uses talk to organise 

themselves and their play. 

Begin to understand a question 

or instruction with 2 parts. 

Sequences stories using some text from 

the story.   

Answers questions about the characters/ 

settings/ events in stories. 

 Knows that print carries meaning and is 

read, in English, from left to right.  

Hears and uses new vocabulary within 

wider activities in the setting. 

Identifies some initial sounds.  

Choose the rhymes and stories.  

Begins to predict what might happen in 

stories. 

how’ and why’ questions with increasing 
detail. 

Know many rhymes and can talk about 

familiar books. 

Begin to understand and answer ‘how’ 
and why’ questions. 
Listen and respond to others to share 

ideas and solve problems. 

 

Communication and Language will be taught, modelled and learnt through all aspects of teaching. New language/words will be continuously explained. 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making friends with other 

children. 

Getting to know our new teachers 

and classmates. 

Starting to share and take turns 

with other children. 

Recalling people who are special. 

Becoming familiar with the 

Nursery High 5 (Nursery rules) 

Naming different emotions. 

Building on friendships with other 

children. 

Continuing to share and take turns 

with other children. 

Recalling events that have 

happened at home e.g. our last 

birthday, Christmas. 

Finding out about how different 

people celebrate special occasions.  

To continue to develop the 

confidence to speak to others about 

own wants, needs, interests and 

opinions. 

Working independently at an 

activity that we have chosen. 

Continuing to share and take turns 

with other children. 

Having a conversation with our 

friends and other adults at Nursery. 

Talking about our feelings and 

gaining an understanding of how 

our words and actions can affect 

others. 

Share and take turns with other 

children without adult prompting. 

 

Talking about ways that we have 

changed since being a baby. 

Listening and responding to what 

our friends say 

Continuing to socialise with our 

friends and learn to negotiate with 

them in play situations. 

Learning about people who help 

us to stay safe. 

Identify other people’s feelings. 
 

Talking about things that may worry us 

and how we can stop ourselves being 

worried. (The Huge Bag of Worries) 

Thinking about how to ask questions. 

Visiting our new classroom and talking 

about how we feel about moving to 

Reception. 

Understanding how our actions impact 

the feelings of others. 

Transition questionnaire to be 

completed at home with parents. 

 

 

NB. These statements have been split for extra focus, but all will be revisited and built upon throughout the Nursery year. 

Physical Development 
 
 

Fine Motor 

Making snips with paper. 

Practise tearing paper. 

Dig, scoop, pour using sand/ 

water (buckets, spades and jugs)  

Paint brushes – large movements 

(circular, up and down)  

large paintbrushes/ large sheets 

of paper/ ground. 

Use tweezers to pick up/ move 

large objects i.e. pasta  

Fine Motor 

Making snips with paper. 

Practise tearing paper. 

Dig, scoop, pour using sand/ water 

(buckets, spades and jugs)  

Able to use a spoon to feed self/ 

cups to drink  

Paint brushes – large movements 

(circular, up and down)  

large paintbrushes/ large sheets of 

paper/ ground. 

Fine Motor 

Cuts lines drawn on sugar paper. 

Use tweezers to pick up and move 

smaller objects i.e. small pompoms 

and objects  

Thread large beads onto lace. 

Using a variety of tools to 

manipulate play dough. 

Using glue spreaders. 

Adding details to pictures. 

 

 

Fine Motor 

Cuts lines drawn on sugar paper. 

Use tweezers to pick up and move 

smaller objects i.e. small pompoms 

and objects  

Thread large beads onto lace. 

Using a variety of tools to manipulate 

play dough. 

Using glue spreaders. 

Adding details to pictures. 

 

 

Fine Motor 

Using scissors with control and 

accuracy. 

Using smaller tools to add detail 

to work and using small paper 

when appropriate. 

Using tools with control and 

coordination. 

 

 

 

 

Fine Motor 

Using scissors with control and accuracy. 

Using smaller tools to add detail to work 

and using small paper when appropriate. 

Using tools with control and 

coordination. 
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Thread large objects onto pipe 

cleaners  

Using a variety of tools to 

manipulate play dough  

Using glue spreaders 

 

Pencil control:-  

Mark making using tools such as 

chunky chalks, mark makers in 

sand etc, predominantly using fist 

grip. 

Copies marks that have been 

modelled to me straight line, 

circle. 

 

Gross Motor 

Use crates and planks of wood to 

build obstacle courses Use of 

climbing frame  

Practise throwing and catching 

large ball back and forth with 

bounces between the catch 

Practise riding the bikes and 

scooters  

Running races. 

Use tweezers to pick up/ move large 

objects i.e. pasta  

Thread large objects onto pipe 

cleaners  

Using a variety of tools to 

manipulate play dough  

Using glue spreaders 

 

Pencil control:-  

Mark making using tools such as 

chunky chalks, mark makers in sand 

etc, predominantly using fist grip. 

Draws circles, lines and some other 

shapes. 

 

 

 

 Gross Motor 

Use crates and planks of wood to 

build obstacle courses. 

Use of climbing frame  

Practise throwing, rolling and 

catching large ball back and forth 

with bounces between the catch 

Practise riding the bikes and 

scooters avoiding obstacles.  

Running races 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pencil control:-  

Using mark makers with 

developing tripod grip and 

dominant hand to follow large 

pattern outlines such as wavy lines 

or straight lines. 

Copies adult when making marks 

such as diagonal lines. 

Imitates shapes that involve 

multiple movements e.g x and L. 

 

Gross Motor 

Moves in a range of ways along 

obstacle courses. 

Throwing and catching large ball 

with increased control and 

accuracy  

Moves in a range of ways changing 

direction and speed, including 

galloping, skipping, jumping. 

Able to stand and balance on one 

foot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pencil control:-  

Using mark makers with developing 

tripod grip and dominant hand to 

follow large pattern outlines such as 

wavy lines or straight lines. 

Copies adult when making marks 

such as diagonal lines. 

Imitates shapes that involve multiple 

movements e.g x and L. 

 

 

Gross Motor 

Moves in a range of ways along 

obstacle courses. 

Throwing and catching large ball with 

increased control and accuracy  

Moves in a range of ways changing 

direction and speed, including 

galloping, skipping, jumping. 

Able to stand and balance on one 

foot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pencil control :-  

Using mark makers with 

accuracy and control. 

Make a range of movements 

showing an understanding of 

movement e.g up, down, 

around.  

 

 

 

 

Gross Motor 

Aim, throw, catch and roll as 

part of games.  

Practise riding the 2 wheeled 

bikes and scooters. 

Taking part in ring games. 

Jumping off a low object landing 

with both feet together.  

Hop with control. 

Able to talk about how they are 

moving using taught vocabulary. 

Talk about and manage their 

own risks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pencil control :-  

Using mark makers with accuracy and 

control. 

Make a range of movements showing an 

understanding of movement e.g up, 

down, around.  

 

 

 

 

 

Gross Motor 

Aim, throw, catch and roll as part of 

games.  

Practise riding the 2 wheeled bikes and 

scooters. 

Taking part in ring games. 

Jumping off a low object landing with 

both feet together.  

Hop with control. 

Able to talk about how they are moving 

using taught vocabulary. 

Talk about and manage their own risks. 

 

 

Literacy  
 

To develop reading like 

behaviour through practitioner 

modelling e.g. hold book the 

correct way up, turn page using 

one hand, use pictorial and visual 

clues in order to retell familiar 

rhymes, stories etc, begin to show 

an awareness of direction (left to 

right, top to bottom). 

Find my name with 

picture/symbol to help. 

Draw some marks on paper, not 

always distinguishable.  

Talks about the marks they make 

with adult support. 

 
A bit lost 

 

 Exploring a range of non-fiction 

books about animals. 

Telling and re-telling stories using 

props, puppets, story boards, role 

play, and masks. 

Learning about different forms of 

writing through adults modelling: 

lists and labels. 

Looks at name card to write their 

own name. 

Sequencing going on a lion hunt. 

Beginning to give meaning to 

marks we make including drawing 

or painting.  

 

 

Going on a lion Hunt 

Taking part in a range of rhyming 

activities. 

Looking at books independently, 

holding them correctly and turning 

the pages one at a time. 

Know that an author writes a book 

and illustrator draws the pictures.  

Retells stories using the pictures. 

Ascribing meaning to the marks that 

we see in different places. 

Creating class story maps 

Give meaning to the marks they 

make. 

Learning about different forms of 

writing through adults modelling: 

lists, instructions and labels. 

 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

 

Looking at a variety of non-

fiction books linked to people 

who help us.  

Begin to talk about the features 

of non-fiction books. 

Begin to use the words author 

and title when talking about 

books. 

Retells stories using pictures 

and some phrases from the text. 

Giving meaning to the marks we 

make without adult prompting. 

Completing a range of emergent 

writing activities including 

letters and lists 

Write their own name with or 

without name card. 

Learning about different forms 

of writing through adults 

modelling: letter to Farmer 

Looking at a variety of non-fiction books 

linked to journeys and forms of travel. 

Retelling the stories using exact phrases 

from the text. 

Remembering some of the events in main 

texts we have learn this year. 

Takes part in writing for a range of 

purposes. 

Children notice and copy letters around 

them and they begin to use letters from 

their names and important letters such as 

m and d. 

Write name with or without name card. 

Learning about different forms of writing 

through adults modelling: writing a letter 

to the reception teachers. Writing 

questions to Reception. 

 

Supertato 

Find my name with picture/symbol 

to help. 

Can trace over their names. 

Learning about different forms of 

writing through adults modelling: 

speech bubbles, lists and labels. 

Handling books carefully and 

looking at them independently. 

Sequence pictures from a familiar 

story. 

Joins in with repeated refrains in 

familiar texts. 

Talks about marks made with 

support. 

 

The Gingerbread man 
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Duck, list of jobs and speech 

bubbles. 

 

Farmer Duck 

 
Phonics  

The children will develop an 

understanding of general sound 

discrimination. They will be able 

to identify everyday sounds. They 

will begin to use a wider range of 

vocabulary.  

 

Phase 1: Aspect 1 – Letters and 

Sounds General Sound 

Discrimination Environmental 

Sounds 

The children will develop an 

understanding of general sound 

discrimination, focusing on 

instruments, body percussion and 

environmental sounds. They will be 

able to identify and describe 

sounds. They will begin to use a 

wider range of vocabulary to 

describe sounds.  

Aspect 2 Instrumental Sounds 

Aspect 4 Rhythm and Rhyme  

Aspect 6 Voice Sounds 

 

The children will be able to join in 

with songs and rhymes, copying 

sounds, rhythms, tunes and 

tempo. The children will learn to 

recognise words with the same 

initial sound such as money and 

mother. The children will learn to 

distinguish between the 

differences in vocal sounds. 

Aspect 4: Rhythm and rhyme  

Aspect 5: Alliteration  

Aspect 6: Voice sounds 

Aspect 3: Sound discrimination 

The children will be able to apply 

their increasing sound knowledge by 

adding instruments and voice sounds 

to a story, listening to rhyming 

stories, performing poems and 

learning to distinguish between the 

differences in vocal sounds, including 

oral blending and segmenting. 

Aspect 2 Instrument sound 

Aspect 4 Rhythm/Rhyme 

Aspect 6 Voice Sounds 

Aspect 7 Oral Blending 

 

 

We will continue to learn to 

recognise words with the same 

initial sound such as money and 

mother.  The children will learn 

to distinguish between the 

differences in vocal sounds, 

including oral blending and 

segmenting. Listening to and 

joining in with rhyming stories,  

Aspect 4 Rhythm/Rhyme 

Aspect 5 Alliteration 

Aspect 6 Voice Sounds 

Aspect 7 Oral Blending  

The children will learn to distinguish 

between the differences in vocal sounds, 

including oral blending and segmenting. 

 

Aspect 6 Voice Sounds 

Aspect 7 Oral Blending 

 

Mathematics Early Mathematical Experiences 

/ Number Rhymes  

• Explores simple composition of 
number through number rhymes. 

• Having numbers around the 
Nursery environment i.e. displays.  

• Knows and sings a selection of 
number rhymes.  

 

Numbers to 5  

• Practise counting aloud to 5/10.  

• Show ‘finger numbers’ to three. 
 

Real life numbers 

• Counting number on children. 
• Comparing using numbers e.g. 
we have 3 boys and 4 girls 

 

Numbers to 5  

• Subitise small amounts up to 3 
objects.  

• Link numeral and quantity to 3.  
 

Shape and Space  

• Explore 2D and 3D shapes to 
create patterns/ as construction 

resources.  

• Selects shapes appropriately i.e. 
triangular prism for a roof. Number 

Patterns  

• Understand and use positional 
language when building. 

• Days of the week, seasons  
• Sequence daily events 

 

Introduce ‘Ten Town’. One number 
a week 0-4 

 

Numbers to 5  

• Count reliably to 5, and beginning 
to count beyond 5.  

• Say one number name for each 
item in order– 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.  

 

Compare Quantities  

• Sort objects by a variety of 
criteria  

• Describes similarities and 
differences 

 

Ten Town 5-10 

Numbers to 5. 

• Know the last number reached 
when counting a set of objects tells 

you how many there are (‘cardinal 
principle’)  
 

Number Patterns  

• Extend and create simple ‘ABAB’ 
patterns.  

 

Shape and Space  

• Talk about and explore 2D and 3D 
shapes, using informal and 

mathematical language i.e. sides/ 

corners.  

• Understand and use positional 
language. 

 

Numbers to 5  

• Solve real world mathematical 
problems up to 3.  

• Experiments with own 
symbols and marks as well as 

numerals.  

• Verbally rote count to 10  
 

Number Patterns  

• Extend and create simple 
‘ABAB’ patterns.  
• Spotting and exploring errors 
in repeating patterns.  

 

Shape and Space  

• Make comparisons between 
objects relating to size, length, 

weight and capacity. 

Numbers to 5 and beyond  

• Solve real world mathematical 
problems up to 5.  

• Experiments with own symbol and 
marks as well as numerals.  

• Verbally rote count to 10.  
 

Compare Quantities  

• Compares quantities by using the terms 
‘more than’, ‘less than’ and ‘the same’.  
 

Number Patterns  

• Begin to describe a sequence of events 
(real or fictional) using words such as first, 

then etc... 

Understanding the 
World 

Past and Present :- History  

• Able to say who they are and 
who they live with. (PSHE/ All 

About Me)  

• Can talk about any pets they 
may have. (All About Me)  

• Can talk about some members 
of their family. (All About Me)  

 

Culture and Community :-- RE/ 

Geography  

• Comments on celebrations in 
their own life. (All About Me) The  

 

Past and Present:- History  

• Comments on experiences in 
their own life (Christmas, Diwali 

etc)  

• Comments on fictional characters 
in stories   

• Shares similarities between 
characters, figures or objects  

 

Culture and Community: - RE and 

Geography  

• Comments on celebrations in 
their own life (Christmas/ PSHE)  

• Knows there are special places of 
worship (PSHE)  

Past and Present:- History  

• Comments on fictional 
characters in stories (Books about 

animals)  

• Shares similarities between 
characters, figures or objects 

(different types of animal)  

 

Culture and Community :- RE and 

Geography  

• Shows an interest in different 
occupations (Animals – vets)  

• Develop positive attitudes about 
differences between people 

(PSHE)  

Past and Present:- History  

• Comments on experiences in their 
own life (Easter) 

 

Culture and Community:- RE and 

Geography  

• Knows there are special places of 
worship (Easter)  

• Knows there are differences 
between what we believe (PSHE)  

• Develop positive attitudes about 
differences between people (PSHE)  

 

The Natural World :- Science and 

Geography  

Past and Present: - History  

• Able to say who they are and 
who they live with (PSHE)  

• Can talk about any pets they 
may have (PSHE)  

• Can talk about some 
members of their family (PSHE) 

• Comments on experiences in 
their own life (PSHE) 

 

Culture and Community: - RE 

and Geography  

• Shows an interest in different 
occupations (People who Help 

us)  

Past and Present: - History  

• Can talk about some members of their 
family (PSHE)  

• Sequence family members by size and 
name (baby. child, adult) (PSHE)  

• Comments on experiences in their own 
life (Seaside/ Summer)  

 

Culture and Community: - RE and 

Geography  

• Know there are some other countries/ 
cities (Derby Project)  

 

The Natural World:- Science and 

Geography  
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Natural World :- Science and 

Geography  

• Respect and care for the 
environment. (PSHE)  

• Talk about what they see in 
their own environment (school/ 

home). (PSHE)  

• Talk about and describe 
different types of houses, 

including where they live. (All 

About Me)  

• Hands on exploration using 
senses 

• Friends and families 

• Ourselves – eye colour, hair 

colour and other features. 

• What kind of house do they 

live in 

• Where do we live – old 

photos of Milton Keynes. 

• Senses  

• Similarities and differences 

• Healthy eating (Harvest 

festival) 

TAPS – HERB CRUSHING – senses.  

• Knows there are differences in 
what we believe (PSHE)  

• Develop positive attitudes about 
differences between people (PSHE) 

 

The Natural World :- Science and 

Geography  

• Changing seasons (Christmas/ 
Winter)  

• Identify suitable clothing for 
different weather  

•Hands on exploration using 
senses 

• Explore Freezing and melting  

 

 

 

TAPS – BICARB COLOUR MIXING – 

cause and effect  

 

The Natural World :- Science and 

Geography  

• Respect and care for the 
environment (Animals – habitats) 

• Explore the world around them 
and how things work (Animals – 

habitats)  

• Understand the difference 
between plants and animals 

(Animals)  

• Explore Freezing and 

melting  

 

 

 

TAPS – Rainy day water play. 

• Hands on exploration using senses 
• Changing seasons (Spring)  
• Identify suitable clothing for 
different weather (Spring)  

• Understand the difference 
between plants and animals (Spring) 

• Plant seeds and care for growing 
plants with support (Spring) 

• Know the life cycle of a butterfly 
(The Very Hungry Caterpillar) 

• Begins to understand the 

lifecycle of a bird. 

 

 

Taps – Growth and flowers  

TAPS -BEETLE LEARNING STORY 

(care and concern for minibeast) 

 

The Natural World: - Science 

and Geography  

• Respect and care for the 
environment (Recycling)  

• Talk about what they can see 
in their own environment 

(Recycling)  

• Talk about and describe 
different types of houses, 

including where they live 

(PSHE)  

• Hands on exploration using 
senses  

• Explore the world around 
them and explore how things 

work (Recycling/ Materials)  

 

 

TAPS – cupcake dropping 

provocation – Cause and effect 

• Talk about what they see in their own 
environment (Derby Project)  

• Talk about and describe different types 
of houses, including where they live 

• Changing seasons (Summer)  
• Identify suitable clothing for different 
weather (Summer/ Seaside) 

• Explore collections of materials and 
identify similar and different properties 

(Recycling/ Vehicles)  

• Explores and talks about forces (push 
and pull) (Recycling/ Vehicles 

• Explores floating and sinking 

 

 

 

TAPS – balls down ramps (change to cars) 

 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

 

Explore :- 

• Colour – recognise colours / 

choose colours for a purpose  

• Can use thick paint brushes  
• Use glue stick s independently 
and glue spatulas with support  

• Manipulates playdough in 
different ways (rolls, cuts, 

squashes, pinches, twists 

• (Creative table/ painting/ play 
dough)  

• Can hold a paintbrush in the 

palm of their hand  

• Builds towers by stackings 

objects 

• Print with large blocks and 

larger sponges 

 

 Imaginative Play :-  

• Develop storylines  
• Plays with familiar resources  
• Participates in small world play 
related to rhymes and stories  

• (Small world/ sand pit/ toys / 
resources) 

 

 Music :-  

Explore:-  

• Recognise colours / choose 

colours for a purpose  

• Can use thick paint brushes  
•Use glue sticks independently and 

glue spatulas with support  

• Manipulates playdough in 
different ways (rolls, cuts, 

squashes, pinches, twists)  

• (Creative table/ painting/ play 
dough/ Christmas cards and 

decorations) 

• Can hold a paintbrush in the 

palm of their hand  

• Builds towers by stackings 

objects 

• Print with large blocks and 

larger sponges 

• Makes marks. Draws circles 

and lines. 

• Begins to use scissors with 

support. 

 

 Imaginative Play :-  

• Develop storylines  
• Plays with familiar resources 

• Participates in small world play 
related to rhymes and stories  

Explore :-  

• Draws potato people (no neck or 
body)  

• Draw simple things from 
memory i.e. cat  

• Adds other materials to develop 
models  

• Beginning to weave using large 
outdoor shapes and large ribbons 

• Adds additional textures  
• (Creative table/ painting/ play 
dough)  

 

Imaginative Play :-  

• Uses own experiences to 
develop storylines  

• Create and use small world set 
ups (small world/ sand pit/ toys/ 

resources)  

 

Music :-  

• Talks about how music makes 
them feel  

• sings a selection of nursery 
rhymes/ songs from memory 

(carpet time/ routine songs) 

Explore :-  

• Draws potato people (no neck or 
body)  

• Draw simple things from memory 
i.e. cat  

• Adds other materials to develop 
models  

• Beginning to weave using large 
outdoor shapes and large ribbons  

• Adds additional textures  
• (Creative table/ painting/ play 
dough)  

 

Imaginative Play :-  

• Uses own experiences to develop 
storylines  

• Create and use small world set ups 
(small world/ sand pit/ toys/ 

resources) 

 

Music :-  

• Talks about how music makes 
them feel  

Explore :-  

• Print with blocks, sponges 
and fruit  

• Draw things that they observe 
• Works independently to 
develop basic skills  

• Begin experiment with mixing 
colours  

• Builds walls to create 
enclosed spaces, beginning to 

add towers etc  

• (creative table/ writing area/ 
painting area)  

 

Imaginative play :-  

• Creates their own piece of art 
and gives meaning 

• Begins to work with a friend, 
copying ideas and developing 

skills together  

• (small world/ sand pit/ toys/ 
resources)  

 

Music :-  

• Copies basic actions and 
begins to learn short dance 

routines  

  Explore :-  

• Print with blocks, sponges and fruit  
• Draw things that they observe • Works 
independently to develop basic skills  

• Begin experiment with mixing colours  
• Builds walls to create enclosed spaces, 
beginning to add towers etc  

• (creative table/ writing area/ painting 
area)  

 

Imaginative play :-  

• Creates their own piece of art and 
gives meaning 

• Begins to work with a friend, copying 
ideas and developing skills together  

• (small world/ sand pit/ toys/ 
resources)  

 

Music :-  

• Copies basic actions and begins to 
learn short dance routines  

• Watches dances and performances  
• Able to name a wide variety of 
instruments (drum , tambourine, 

maraca, triangle)  

• Plays a given instrument to a simple 
beat (carpet time/ routine songs) 
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• Responds to music – verbally 

and using movement  

• Sings in a group and tries to 
keep in time (Carpet time/ 

routine songs) 

 

 

 

 

  

• (Small world/ sand pit/ toys / 
resources)  

 

Music :-  

• Responds to music – verbally and 

using movement  

• Sings in a group and tries to keep 
in time (Carpet time/ routine 

songs/ Christmas songs/ Nativity) 

 

• sings a selection of nursery 
rhymes/ songs from memory (carpet 

time/ routine songs) 

  

 

• Watches dances and 
performances  

• Able to name a wide variety 
of instruments (drum , 

tambourine, maraca, triangle)  

• Plays a given instrument to a 
simple beat (carpet time/ 

routine songs) 

 

 

Baking ongoing throughout year. 

R.E  
 

 

Harvest festival 

 

 

St Andrews Day 

Christmas/Nativity Story 

Diwali (Oct/Nov) 

Hanukah  

 

Noahs Ark 

Chinese New Year 

Shrove Tuesday / Ash Wednesday 

St Davids Day 

St Patricks Day 

Holi 

Easter 

Vaisakhi 

Start of Ramadan 

 

St Francis 

St George’s Day 

 

Eid  

 

Eid 
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End of Year Expectations/ Holistic /Best Fit Judgement 

COMMUNICATION AND 

LANGUAGE 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND 

EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT LITERACY MATHS UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD EXPRESSIVE ART AND DESIGN 

Listening Skills 

Respond to questions and 

instructions directed to them. 

 

Follow 2 part instructions 

 

Take part in short exchanges 

with others – listening and 

responding to adults and 

peers 

 

Take turns in conversation Join 

in with repeated refrains in 

rhymes and stories/ re-tell 

recite some familiar songs/ 

rhymes/ stories 

 

Speaking Skills 

 

Articulate and speak clearly 

Speak in 4-6 word sentences 

 

Explain feelings in simple 

terms i.e. I am sad because…. 
 

Express wants and needs, such 

as asking for particular 

resources 

 

Use simple conjunctions to 

connect ideas such as ‘and’ 
and ‘because’ 

 

Use some positional language 

Retell a story/ event (not 

always in correct order) 

 

Join in with repeated refrains 

in stories/ rhymes Describe 

Recount and retell 

Developing sense of self  

Name and talk about own 

feelings, sometimes using 

props as a support  

 

Manage own basic hygiene 

(toileting, washing hand, 

feeding self, drinking)  

 

Talk about likes and dislikes  

 

Building relationships Work 

and play co-operatively with 

others i.e. building simple role 

play in the home corner  

 

Show empathy to the feelings 

of others Know they belong to 

the class community  

 

Form good bonds with adults 

and peers  

 

Take turns with others, 

sometimes with support  

 

Follow Rules Beginning to 

understand right and wrong 

and follow classroom rules  

 

Follow simple 2 part 

instructions 

Movement / Gross motor 

skills  

Use 2 hands to pick up heavy 

objects, and with support seek 

assistance to move heavier 

objects  

 

Balance on one foot for a 

short time  

 

Be able to climb up/ walk 

across/ jump off climbing 

equipment with support  

 

Be able to throw and catch a 

large ball  

 

Run in a straight line  

 

Confidently ride a trike/bike 

 

Sit on the balance bikes and 

scoot self along  

 

Gallop (pre-skipping)  

 

Large up and down/ circular 

movements  

 

Fine motor skills  

Making snips in paper with 

scissors  

 

Digging, scooping, pouring  

 

Able to use a spoon to feed 

self/ cups to drink Paint 

brushes – large movements 

circular, up and down  

 

Use tweezers to pick up/ move 

large objects i.e. pasta, pom 

poms  

 

Thread beads/ large objects 

onto string/ pipe cleaners  

 

Pencil control use mark 

making equipment with 

increasing accuracy i.e. 

drawing shapes/ simple 

Retelling and recalling 

Sequences stories/ events (not 

always in order)  

 

Identifies characters/ settings/ 

events in stories 

 

Knows that print carries 

meaning ad is read, in English 

from left to right  

 

Fine motor skills 

 Handles tools with increasing 

control i.e. paint brushes, glue 

spreaders, play dough tools 

etc.  

 

Shows a dominant hand  

 

Uses the basis of a 3-finger 

pencil grip  

 

Vocabulary  

Acquisition Hears and uses 

new vocabulary from stories, 

rhymes, poems and non-

fiction books) 

 

 Sound Discrimination :-  

Hears initial sounds Can orally 

blend/ segment simple CVC 

words Identifies sounds in 

words  

 

Letter Knowledge  

Can copy/ write own name  

 

Hears initial sounds and begins 

to use letters to identify 

meaning i.e. ‘d’ is for daddy 

 

 Writes for a range of purposes 

i.e. shopping list, a letter, a 

picture (not always using 

correct letters)  

 

Prediction 

 Joins in with familiar rhymes 

and stories Begins to predict 

what might happen in stories 

Shape and Space 

Talk about and explore 2D and 

3D shapes, using informal 

language and mathematical 

language (sides, corners, 

straight, flat, round) 

 

Select shapes appropriately 

i.e. triangular prism for a roof 

 

Understand and use positional 

language 

 

Make comparisons between 

objects relating to size, length, 

weight and capacity 

 

Number Patterns 

Extend and create simple AB 

patterns  

 

Talks about and identifies 

patterns around them i.e. 

stripes on clothes, designs on 

rugs  

 

Spotting and exploring errors 

in repeating patterns Begin to 

describe a sequence of events 

(real or fictional), using words 

such as first, then etc.  

 

Number Rhymes  

Explores simple composition 

of number through rhymes i.e. 

5 little frogs, 3 in the pool  

 

Knows and signs a selection of 

number rhymes  

 

Numbers to 5 

 Subitise small amounts of up 

to 3 objects  

 

Link numeral and quantity up 

to 3 Count reliably to 5, and 

beginning to count beyond 5  

 

Say one number name for 

each item in order 1, 2, 3, 4, 5  

Past and Present – History 

Able to say who they are and 

who they live with  

 

Can talk about any pets they 

may have  

 

Can talk about some members 

of their family  

 

Sequence family members by 

size and name (baby, child, 

adult)  

 

Comments on fictional 

characters in stories Shares 

similarities between 

characters, figures or objects  

 

Comments on pictures of 

experiences in their own life 

“this was me at the farm….”  
 

Culture and Community  

 

Shows an interest in different 

occupations Comments on 

recent pictures of celebrations 

in their own life “This is me 
celebrating Diwali….”  

 

Knows there are special places 

of worship  

 

Knows that there a difference 

between what we believe 

 

 Develop positive attitudes 

about differences between 

people  

 

Know there are some other 

countries/ cities  

 

The Natural World – Science 

and Geography  

Respect and care for the 

environment –classroom/ 

outdoors  

 

Explore  

Colour –Recognise colours/ 

choose colours for a purpose  

 

Begin to use primary colours 

to mix secondary colours  

 

Can use thick paint brushes 

Print with blocks, sponges and 

fruit  

 

Draws potato people (no neck 

or body)  

 

Draw things that they observe  

 

Draw simple things from 

memory i.e. cat  

 

Use glue sticks independently 

and use glue spatulas with 

support  

 

Adds other materials to 

develop models (tissue paper, 

glitter etc)  

 

Adds additional textures i.e. 

describes as bumpy or smooth  

 

Beginning to weave Builds 

walls to create enclosed 

spaces, beginning to add 

towers, roofs etc  

 

Manipulates play dough in 

different ways i.e. rolls, cuts, 

squashes, pinches, twists etc  

 

Imaginative Play 

 Develop storylines  

 

Plays with familiar resources  

 

Uses own experiences to 

develop storylines i.e. going on 

a bus/ car ride  

 

Participates in small world 

play related to rhymes and 

stories  



 

Nursery Long Term Overview  
                                 
 

 

 

 

pictures Basis of pencil grip 

Dominant hand 

Know the last number reached 

when counting a set of objects 

tells you how many there are 

(cardinal principle)  

 

Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 3  
 

Solve real word mathematical 

problems up to 3  

 

Experiments with own 

symbols and marks as well as 

numerals  

 

Compare Quantities Sorts by a 

variety of criteria  

 

Describes similarities and 

differences  

 

Compares quantities by more 

than, less than and the same  

 

Verbally rote count to 10. 

Talk about what they see in 

their own environment 

(school/ home)  

 

Talk about and describe 

different types pf houses, 

including where they live  

 

Hands on exploration using 

senses  

 

Explore collections of 

materials and identify similar 

and different properties  

 

Explore the world around 

them and explore how things 

work Explores and talks about 

forces (push and pull)  

 

Changing seasons –understand 

that the weather changes, and 

in different places you find 

different weather  

 

Understand the difference 

between plants and animals  

 

Plant seeds and care for 

growing plants with support  

 

Know the life cycle of a 

butterfly 

 

Create and use small world set 

ups  

 

Creates their own piece of art 

and gives meaning  

 

Works independently to 

develop basic skills  

 

Begins to work with a friend, 

copying ideas and developing 

skills together 

 

Music  

Responds to music –verbally 

and using movement 

 

 Talks about how music makes 

them feel  

 

Copies basic actions and 

begins to learn short dance 

routines  

 

Watches dances and 

performances  

 

Sing a selection of rhymes/ 

songs from memory  

 

Sings in a group and tries to 

keep in time  

 

Able to name a wide variety of 

instruments (drum, 

tambourine, maraca, triangle)  

 

Plays a given instrument to a 

simple beat 


